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February L0,2OII

Mr. Joe Balyeat, Chair
Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee
Senate, Montana State Capitol
P.O. Box 200500
Helena, Montana 59620-0500

RE: Senate BiJl272, Allow Appropriately Trained Psychologists to Prescribe.

Dear Senator Balyeat & Members of the Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee:

I am writing to ask you to support Senate Ball 272, as this bill will soon come to a vote in

Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee of the Senate. This is a bill that deserves
support from both yourself and the Committee because it sees to the behavioral healthcare of
the citizens of Montana where there is desperate need that I see every day in my practice.

Personally, I have tracked this matter for nearly two decades now and in the early stages any
training outside of the Department of Defense Program was not adequate, but thot is no longer
true. Since 1996 the American Psychological Association has set forth training standards that
requires at least two years of graduate semester quality coursework specific to
psychopharmacology. This curriculum has been reviewed and revised severaltimes since 1996.

Over this time, a national examination has been developed that after considerable review is
now a well-recognized, well-researched, benchmark to demonstrate competence in the specific
area of psychologists making use of psychopharmacology. There is a recognized threshold
within the field for a practicum of not simply seeing 100 patients, but following 10O patients

through a course of treatment under the supervision of a physician. Then, based on successful
legislation in other states and standards from the Armed Services there is an accepted licensing
process to use as a model.

There is a behavioral healthcare crisis in our state, where for example on average one person

dies every other day from a completed suicide. We are second, per capita, in completed
suicides nationally; and it is the eighth leading cause of death here in the state of Montana per

analyses from Department of Health and Human Services ahead of other health problems like

Diabetes, etc. (most recent data 2008).

While allowing psychologists to prescribe is not 'the answer' to this crisis, adding this new
intervention may well have an important impact. Having more well-trained, qualified
prescribers for behavioral health services is one of the central needs cited in numerous studies.
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Opposition to this bill has offered numerous promises to improve access repeatedly. These
parties were even provided a two million dollar grant to support service access via
telepsychiatry. There was not one, not one bid on this grant, Opponents to this bill have
plainly not improved access or provided other viable solutions. Simply put, we have too few
qualified prescribers to meet the substantial needs that are facing Montana.

We have studied the matter of prescribing psychologists carefully, first of all as scientists and
secondly as practitioners. This is a well-researched and safe method of intervention, with a

proven track record across L7 years in the Armed Forces, New Mexico, Louisiana and the lndian
Health Service. During those 17 years, there has not been one, not even one, board complaint
or malpractice complaint against a prescribing psychologist.

Scientifically, these 17 years of practice are evidence that it is a safe method. From this same
standpoint, we have considered both the intensive curriculum that takes two years to complete
as a master's degree and the national exam that has been thoroughly researched for its
effectiveness in testing an applicant's knowledge. Again, both of these steps have proven

scientifically valid, as there have been no complaints against a prescribing psychologist. Then,
we have the practicum, which means following a course of treatment with 100 patients under
the supervision of a physician. This takes roughly a year to complete, and again scientifically,
this measure has proven valid as well, no complaints in 17 years. There is also the added
dimension of a licensing process, which further adds to the vetting process for these applicants

- ogain, existing licensing processes have proven volid, no complaints.

As practitioners, our members must consider what is in the best interests of the citizens we
serve here in Montana. The need for the services a prescribing psychologist is able to offer is

obvious, painfully obvious. lt can take an individual, depending on the community, from three
months to a year to receive the services of a psychiatrist regardless of the severity of their
condition. lf they are in immediate need, their only option is to present to an Ernergency
Room; and even then, there is no guarantee that a psychiatrist will see them. This is
unocceptable. 7Oo/o of psychotropic medications are prescribed by other medical providers,
such as Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners and general Physicians. But, with rare
exception, these providers do not have intensive coursework on psychotropic medications nor
do they have a background in behavioral healthcare. Prescribing psychologists do.

In our view as an association, there is scientific evidence of this method's safety and

documented, even well-known, evidence of need. Know that we have diligently considered all

of the matters above, and more, and on this basis I urge you give this bill a yes vote based on

the facts, not conjecture, fear, or protectionism.

Sincerely yours,

Michael R. Btitz, Ph.D.

President &
Legislative Chair
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January 20,2U1

Senatc Hcalth Cotnmittcc
Montana l-cgislaturc 201I Scssion

Honorablc Sctrator.s;

As yott arc well awarc, tlrc fronticr natu'c of Montana, whilc cnclcaring, prc.scnt.s
significant problerns lbr tlrc ciclivcry oi.quality hcalthcare to our rc.sirlents.

I havc practiccd pcdiatric.s in a town of 2000 for ovcr 22 yeus. I bclicvc I have prcctic€6
in thc srnallcst torrrn frrr tire longest tirnc anrongst thc pcdiatricians jn Montana. 

,l'herc 
is

a siguificant deiicit of proviclcrs in our rural areas.

llhc dirc shonage of tncntalhcalth specialists in Anrcrica affccts all of rrs, incrcasingly so
itt sparscly populatcd rcgions and small cornmunities. Your cornmitl.ee cun.cntl)/ his thc
potcntial to impt'ovc hcalth carc in small comnrunities by authorizing prescribing
psychologists. I'sychologists who havc completed truining can as.sisi physicians and rrrici-
levels immcnscly irr caring fbr paticnts with nrental liealth ucccls. Thc1, havc c,arnccl a
Post-Doctoral Ma.stcrs oJ'scicrrcc of clinical psychopharmacology. Tlrcy tlpically
rcccivc sigr]ificarrtlv morc trajning than primary carc physicians and nri<i-lcrvel providcrs
rcgarding mcntal hcalth illncsscs and their trcartnent.

My practicc contairts a high pelcentagc of paticnt.5 r,vith rrrcrrtal hcaltir issuc-s. Many o1'
thcsc could bc follorvcd by a prcscribing psychologist iurd receivc cqual cere ancl
satisfnction. Oftcn, thcy could recci'r,c bcttcr carc fi'on: a prc.scrihing psvchcrlogist.

[ .stand rc.solvcd that allou,ing prescr-ibing psychologists to practicc in li4ontana u,ill
nnllrove hcalthcarc fol rlur pzitiernt5.

I arn availlrble by phonc to answcr any squcstions of your conrmjttcc rncmbcrs. Thank
you for your time antl efforls in aiding Montanan.s,

Past Prcsidcnt, Monrana Chapter, Anrerican Acadcnry of pediatrics
40(t-671-5824
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Bighorn Valley
Health Center

RR I Box l2l lD, 63 | Woodley Lane, Hardin, MT 59034
406-514-9?OS . rrru hichornullpv orq

January 23,201.L

To Whom It May Concem:

I write in support of SB 272 to enthusiasfically endorse legislation extending prescriptive
authority to certified clinical psychologists in the state of Montana.

When it comes to behavioral health care issueg we are in desperate straits. The need for service
here in Big Hom County is massive: l;12006, an astonishing36% of our eight graders reported
engaging in binge drinking, almost three times the state average. We draw direct links from this
startling statistic to the grim collection of other data points that paint the picture of our mental
health needs: tragically high rates of suicide, homicidg domestic abuse and family offense, sex

offenses, death rates from unintentional injury and death by motor vehicle crashes. This stark
view of our county's mental health needs puts in dramatic context the observation that only 9"/o

of the county's Medicaid population was found to be receiving mental health services in 2008,

compared with22% statewide. Simply put, we don't have enough mental health professionals
here to diagnose and treat people in need. The largest, most severe mental health shortage area in
the entire U.S. is here in eastem Montana. And the forecast for recruiting adequate numbers of
psychiatrists to meet our need is not good.

We at the Bighorn Valley Health Center are seeking to become a Federally Qualified Health
Center in response to the overwhelming need here in our community.We recognize the
inseparable connections between physical and mental health, and will be integrating behavioral
health care into the provision of primary medical care. Clinical psydrologists with prescriptive
authority-as members of a dinical team with medical care givers- could play a key role in this
integrated approach to heaith care delivery in a way that the use of telemedicine could never
achieve. The in-person, patient-clinician relationship is vital to the healing process, and an on-site
clinical psychologist-equipped with skills and authority to deliver pharmacotherapy when
indicated-would be a kemendous asset. Clinical psychologists have been shown to be

competent and judicious in prescribing various psychotropic medications, and this model has
been used successfully in other states already. This legislation will certainly not subject the
citizens of Montana to a grand and risky experiment.

And while this legislation alone won't fix all of the myriad problems jn our broken mental health
care system, it surely is a needed step in the right direction. In this time of desperate crisis, where
people are literally losing their lives every day, we don't have the luxury of waiting for the
perfect single fix. This is an "all hands on deck" moment. I would contend that extending
prescriptive authority to appropriately trained clinical psychologists is an obvious choice at this
critical time, and would urSe you to favorably consider this most needed legislation, SB 272.

Sincerely,

'rktj,'*
OJrria Mark, MD
CEO, Bighom Valley Health Center

Whole Community Care, for improving the physical, mental and social well-being of the community"



Joseph Keel, MD
426 Beverly Hill
Billings, MT 59101-0657

February 9, 2011

Mr. Joe Balyeat, Chair
Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee
Senate, Montana
Montana State Capitol
P.O. Box 200500
Helena, Montana 59620-0500

RE: Senate Bill272, Allow Appropriately Trained Psychologists to Prescribe.

Dear Senator Balyeat & Members of the Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee:

I am writins to ask you to support Senafe Bill 272, as thls bill will soon come to a vote
in Business, Labor and Economic Affairs Committee of lDe Senafe. This is a bill that
deserves support from both yourself and the Committee because il sees to the behavioral
healthcare of the citizens of Montana where there is desperate need that I see every day in
my practice.

In reviewing this bill with my colleagues, and as a physician. this bill has my support
because it requires two years of coursework post-doctorate for a licensed psychologisl, a

100 patient practicum under the supervision of a physician, a national examination, and a
licensing process. lf there is a complaint, the bill has within it a Complaint Committee
Composed of 2 members from the Medical Board, 1 member from the Pharmacy Board,
and2 members from the Board of Psychologists.

But, I will tell you thai according to ail of the information that I have had available there has
not been one complaint or malpractice suit brought against a prescribing psychologist in the
Armed Services, New Mexico, Louisiana or the Indian Health Service in 17 years. The
requirements for training, supervision, experience and compelence are sound' and the
evidence is sound wilh no history of safety issues.

As a practitioner I support this bill because of the painfully apparent need in our state, and
as a scientisl I support this bill based on lhe evidence of safety. I urge you give this bill a
yes vote based on the facts, not conjeclure, fear, or protectionism. Thank you for your time,

ph MD
Associate ical Professor
Assistant Medical Director
Family Medicine Faculty Physician
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Dr. Micbsl Brrz
2810 e,cdd Avernc
Suite.{

Please allow me to irgo&r* rqndf. My nst '. is Kn'i! McCrea ad I an boerrd.cerfrfied
lzmily pbfici€n I bavc raviewed ee ph ttlel f,h. }l&cbacl Br*z is pr,eseoting witb rcaard ro atioring
psltchologiss to bs're prffiibitrg pivilegss. I &el $E plan is slorc thsn adegue, md tbcy will get
exelleat taiqing with 2 yeas of rolatim with *dying mediccions udcr &e srpervisioo of a
lhlsici-t' It is rrry hoee eaa it qputd be stmgly oousi&red to allow plrchologins prescriuing
privilqeswhicb could bee*erised rder a sulwl*ogfuaiclc

It'{y rccoulroadaicrns irolude CIru funportaaf poie; ths frst is t}at rhe pyc.hologist be paircd
witb a pbrysicie wbo has errqpsirnce in t'oding psyc.hircic patiems I c/euld rroeose rhc ttis wsutd
becerried od muci b tbe s"me qray ss a physicia asdslasr is €lisnEd ed urcdB with a srrperyis,hg
lh4siciaa" Tbis could eilbs b€ I pct'chiatrist or uo&cr frrsician such as a pimry cars g3eician
this wgtild bctp mcst the i'-"qsnct dr'mand tba vc barB in our s$8c ftr eEliladon-and rrer;wr o,f
rychiei,c PadeoB fhc ps;rcbo@;sa sbonld havc yrcscaibing lriyilegFs ceicn allov tbco to
er,esccAe oaly modic*iws ofaredicinal value formrtrr bcal& care.

_ As you Brs,y how, in our std+ v,e bcae a seriss gobleo wi& a higb rae of suicides, It has
|eel my orycrimce tha becose m psychieis;rs se oysu&ched &d it would bc no* betpfti in
rc aootbpr pifsicie exteadrr sbo has crrpsdsc i[ the ares of o€Irral ithsss. It unuld tr -yboPe that &is qnculd $gnitrcanrly re&rac Oe nittines ftr dcrnand ofpsyoholqgical scrvicGs ia adolg,

sbould 1nr hzre ffia questionq pleasedo rot&esi6e to cortact me.

Sinerely,

BiUiDgLMT 59102*1
r<*cr.-i- '+tr. ;f+ r{*}hl-^*,'*t gq& {tt"4

LcgtrErrc:

KecinMscrca, MD, FAAI?
KJ\4/icJ
DD: OIZUV9
R UfUA9
T: OWJIO?

w
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Emily Colson, MD
PO Box 2151
Billings, MT 59103

February 9,2011

Mr. Joe Balyeat, Chair
Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee
Senate, Montana
Montana State Capitol
P.O. Box 200500
Helena, Montana 59620-0500

RE: Senate Eill272, Allow Appropriately Trained Psychologists to Prescribe.

Dear Senator Balyeat & Members of the Business, Labor. and Economic Affairs Committee:

I am writing to ask you to support Senale Bilt 272, as fhis bill will soon come to a vote
in Businessn Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee of the Sena(e. This is a bill that
deserves support from both yourself and the Commitlee because it sees to the behavioral
healthcare of the citizens of Montana where there is desperate need that I see every day in
my praclice here in Billings, where there are not enough psychiatrists, as well as my
previous practice in Libby, where there was not a psychiatrist in the county.

As a physician, lhis bill has my support because it requires two years of coursework post-
doctorate for a licensed psychologist, a 100 patient practicum under the supervision of a
physician, a national examination, and a licensing process. If there is a complaint, the bill
has within it a Complaint Commitlee Composed of 2 members from the Medical Board, 1

member from the Pharmacy Board, and 2 members from the Board of Psychologists.

But, I will tell you lhat according to all of the information that I have had available there has
not been one official complaint or malpractice suit brought against a prescribing
psychologist in the Armed Services, New Mexico, Louisiana or the Indian Health Service in
17 years. The requirements for training, supervision, experience and competence are
sound; and the evidence is sound with no history of safeg issues.

As a practilioner I support this bill because of the painfully apparent need in our state, and
as a scientist I support this bill based on the evidence of safety. I urge you give this bill a
yes vote based on the facts, not conjecture, fear, or protectionism. Thank you for your time,
and I urge your support.

Sincerely,

LL<--


